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McDonnell Douglas Ignores Health Hazards, Workers Charg~ 
ly Karen L. Koman 
a. .. ,...~ ... 

F«ar •o~en at a WcDooDeU 
~reran Co. p&ut bere •Y tlley are 
bet .. espl*ld to tile poceoual lleaJtll 
IIUard of Ubelloa, as well u to hama 
&Ad tpllll from vall of bOWD& adds 
Ud dleaucall. 

ne employees at BuiW-. Z7 -
tile compaay·s laraut parts 
fMJU&Iacrartal pAul - Uft ~ 
llelp from lM omce of Sea. Jollo c. Cu..,., ...... 'hey.., c.lp&DJ 

otncllls ref-. to ~ aoy 
lalefy II' [ 'I • 

n.e Mrc:rlft eompuJ II ,.n ol 1M 
WcOooeeu Ooua&asCo'll. 

Jo•o W. Weoefee, a macllloe 
~nnu. •YI lUI Will tbe llelp of 
*- ol oca.er wo~en. be bas 
coencNied • 1 .. or about so alety 
,_}ems. Tile I._ - alped by 
We-.efee aocl co-workers Butcll 
H\&Pa. Glean Spn~ell aod Ooo 
Mct.IMter - was pre.eoted earUer 
~ week to compa.oy ott\cta!a_ 

llkOoueU olftdall•y ~My uwe 1 
aood recor4 •• ufety aod 
oc c upalloaal •••II' luuu 

SJ)Mesmen Ray...S A. Oeftry Mid 
1M compuy plillaDed 10 ta~&e 
tile CM"f'E' b llilul 1M ..ad aat 
clilcw.~ 

Tile four workers wllo came 
forward wltb tbe complaUala •Y tbey 
were lfUrTed by ....W. c:.cen. ud 
don't wut 10 be ~rsa4e4 as 
troublemUUL " Rlzl, .... t.aa 
....... at tbe .. for ..... ,_,., 
IUd., ....... &* ., ........ B 

llbeut tM fr'otJ I • IMJ ..W .. lUI 
1.._.. 1M wom.. .... .-y job, DOl 
• e•a. • le .ad 1M Md OCMrl ud 
coeptehld riJIIIIII:r to M2 uJoa ....,..., .... _. ... .,.00 
acUoll. 

Oertry laid We.eree llad been 
auspeoded receolly for operalloa 
macbloery carete.a~y _ 

Dtltrlc:t U7 or Ule lotemalional 
ASIOCIIIIOD of WacbiDllll and 
AerCJII*:e t.'orken repA.en11 about 
10.000 Wc~ll employees, Tb~ 
dtltl1d's ~at. Cuaell Williams, 
I&Wi be .... unaware of aoy poteolial 
MaWa u.ardlat tbe plant 

ne Mil of~- aJ...,_ tlat 
...... 11114 to_ -~ lM ....... 

' 1.., .• 

-. 

ptpes OD tile celliQ&. bas burst out of Us 
p~ Qlltqln places and Is abo 
....... 1111 ~rooms. bealiD& dUdl 
ud ochr--. E.q)olure to ....._ 
caa ca~~~e caecer. 

Waoy or tbe otller complaints 
lovotve lUb olaclds - used to etcb 
metal - ud ~euin& solvent M 
tile plaDt. Wonen conteod Ulat Ule 
plaat'l UUIIIt ayaems fUDdiOI 
poorly. 'hey •Y an add milt from 1M 
IUks perwdll Ule won.,..., ca..a., 
noaebleeda. ~~naruna ey-. beadadw 
aod UDIII prob6ems. 

Tbey also •Y IP&Ill from tile laDb 
bave been commoe. The acid and 
GUier sublllaoces are allowed to wut 
dowo ltorm tewen. tlley say. 

Menefee said be bad cons&ant 
noaebleeds and couped up mucus. ·u 
you bappen to walk by aod tbe wtnd IS 
blowlq tile rtpf way. II will about 
knock you to your knees,· be ald. 

But Oeffrey, the McDonnell 
spokesman, sald past lnapecUoaa by 
tbe compuy's aafety dlvllloa bad 
revealed ftO pnb .. q _ He said tile 
•orun were 001 ~tva-. "ae ~em· 

'· 

•• tile company a tlaanc:e to won. No 
wrtUeo com._ U. ben 'lied 
Ul..,a ('blOC~ said. 

plaat. Menefee said ao wrlteaa 
coaap&IIM laM ..._ fUM ••- • 
mUll M ..... ~ Ills •• FMinwl. .... 

. ' 
to 1M JMD np SF ol tbe Add 1\1._ ....... 

Anoe Forry, a letUor anoroey al 
McDonoell, aalcr Uae compaoy Ia 
·dedicated lo eovlroomeatal 
compl&uce and beyOIId U..t • Slle 
said Ulat tile federal OccupalioUI 
Safety and HeaJa AleDCY probably 

· werewaWUJbiiltodo•. - -
-ne....,... ,_. ,et eateo • ..,. 

-or a bnMra nasty Rhllf aets oa tbea," 

•oWd eoMild ................. 11116. 

A ....... .., DulorGtaadeut . 

a.e .a.. ·u aues you wo.cser wua 
tHy, ......... ) dotopeopa..· 

Eacb of llle employees Wllo 
complalDed llad llaa owa lllafty or 
.. ~.~~ problnwud--c:oeceras. 

Spnaell, a ptpena.r II McDcMiaell WI. FerrJ llld tile ~ •aa 
for 10 yean, awllle aM aaea all O¥er lookiq ._a. ~ I. Slat 
~..,__........_..akuftMI.a 11111 ••e eempaoy frequewat11 

bJa _, llere Nd esp~ 11a 
coec:en to ~II olfk:ieh Md 
plaDDed. to l•P labs oa IIJ 
lOY~ 

.... · -....... ,.,,'Ills twMnl.... ~-•zfii ... Ud~ ror 
jsftia&. . otiiW ,. *I Mlarda sue~,;.., 

· ··•uu•yjDbaocr&compa.oyW.·: • a · 
1M bMefUI, W-...- o1 &ae tll.ltlill ·· _'-- A ..... ud •fetJ oflicllt • . 
tllat 10 • are lakllanW. • be...._ . McDtleaetl says thl proea~tlv~ 
~e·re crylaalot llelp.• • dotlllq ... mpiratonare lva!Jable 

Denver Holt, an Industrial 
hy&len&st and IUpervilor In OSHA's 
beallb dlvllloe ~ere, sald be .bad 
lnvesUpled sporadic complaints at 
BulldiD& Z7 Ia 1M pall but bad aever 
conducted 1 complete saf~ly 
lnspectloo. Holt aid OSHA officials 
bad ~ 11 tbe plant last year to 
lnvesUpte 1 complalal about no~. 

Tlaal complaint ••I&OIUblaaaliated. 
Workers at Bddtaa 17 awl OSHA 

bad llldlcated lUI II could be weeks 
before tile ateDCJ wouJd lalpecl tile 
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Spruell lltd be once wu llAocked for worl.eflwllo cleu or rut ~~~~ v:; 
uncouc&ous irom to&Jc fumes w~lle ud lUI ._rvton are r~ 
cteanlq a vat coillalotq remoaots or for dedd!tlletaea tHy are needed,. •. · 
clean In& ~veaa · .. · ' 'Me....._.. wbo llu worked an~ 

·r blacked out few 45-aatautes: lle ,plaol for~ yean. said H ._ 
•ld. •• kftOW ~~ tllere are special coacei"DDd ....,, tile bip Ieveii .. 
ufety pr~uilla for cleanlq out dldl a.od _.cia In the alr tram 
vats Uke Ulat -but two yean later. culUG&rateldlparts. He said parUc:Jes 
I'm !llill trylq to tef tllem from my ofrmetaUaadtntaled bls eyes and taM 
superviSor.· 'become·iodtJIIID bll skbl. 

WcWMier, 1 macbia~ repairman. ·-:1 <Weat totbe aune, and slle tote, 
said cOI\Ilaat ,.,...IN_... beartftll .me ·lbal tbf9 would anctually won. 
aad oUler pan. • ..,.....,.. a&tellled lllelr way out:' be aid. 
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